Syllabus for communication - American groups
 WSJO year I
Course purpose:

The course is intended to expand students’ vocabulary and provide them with the opportunity to apply this vocabulary in practice. Communication classes should also give the opportunity for a free exchange of opinions and ideas both impromptu and by means of presentations prepared in advance.

The course should also prepare students to deliver a speech/present his or her ideas and answer general questions on a variety of topics discussed in the course of the academic year. 

Note: Communication teachers are expected to make students familiar with the types of vocabulary activities and exercises that will be used on final tests/exams at the end of the academic year.
Textbooks (required): 
K. Beatty, Series Consultant, StartUp 6, Pearson
Additional materials (required): 
articles; videos

Grade:



           At least two vocabulary tests per semester. 

Additionally, second year students are expected to give 5-10 minute presentations (preferably one a semester) which will be evaluated in terms of language skills (vocabulary, grammar, phonetics, fluency) as well as the ability to form and express personal opinion.

Grading scale:

0
-
60 %
=
2

61 - 70 %
=
3

71 - 75 %
=
3,5

76 - 85 %
=
4

86 - 90 %
=
4,5

91 - 100 %
=
5
Topic list
	StartUp 6
	Article

	1.What have you been watching?
	Is television dying?



	2. What’s your return policy?
	

	3. Have you seen a doctor?
	Recipe for longevity.



	4. Are you doing anything special?
	Planet Earth + George Carlin (Save the Planet) +links to video materials



	5. What seems to be a problem?
	Three predictions for the future + link to a video material

	6. Where was it made?
	

	7. When do you fly out?
	

	8. How have you been?
	Bucket lists - are they a good idea?



	9. Would you mind helping me?
	

	10. Has the city changed?
	Why millennials still move to cities.



Guidelines for the teacher

It is advised that students be assessed on the basis of vocabulary quizzes as well as their oral production. 

In order to prepare them for delivering a coherent speech each student should deliver at least one presentation (on his/her own or as a team member) in each semester on a topic assigned by the teacher. The presentation (excluding questions/discussion) should be limited to approx. 20 minutes. The presentation should be graded in terms of the following criteria:

· content (research, selection, focus) 

· structure (introduction of the subject, explaining what parts the presentation is going to involve, inviting to ask questions, etc.)

· language (the right register, preparing key words, rhetorical techniques) and accuracy (the speech is delivered in correct English, without serious grammatical errors, phonetics is appropriate and does not hinder understanding, the pronunciation of new vocabulary items has been checked and rendered correctly)

· visuals/ materials ((handouts, overheads, PowerPoint presentation, etc.)

· delivery (using voice, body language, establishing rapport with the audience, timing, handling questions, refraining from reading!!!)

It is essential that the assessment of students’ communicative skills involves the criteria of grammatical and phonetical accuracy and that the students are made aware that their utterances are assessed in terms of vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation and fluency.

