Syllabus for writing

WSJO year II

Course purpose:

This writing course should build upon the general knowledge of paragraph construction and lead to a situation where they are able to write full, semi-academic discursive essays. A discursive essay is one which discusses an issue or a topic in either expository or argumentative fashion, or both.

It is intended to provide students with further practice in the organization of coherent and logical arguments and presenting them in the form of an essay of 400-450 words.

The teachers should emphasize the importance of brainstorming and organization of ideas/arguments into coherent and logical sequences. As far as it is possible they should discourage students from starting to write right after they choose the topic to avoid the ‘stream of consciousness’ style. 

The course is designed as the second stage of student preparation to write their BA dissertations therefore particular attention needs to be paid to the formal style of expression. 

The course should prepare the student to produce a coherent and well organized essay. 
Texbooks: 

Smalley and Ruetten Refining Composition Skills 

Jordan Academic Writing Course

Oshima & Hogue Writing Academic English
Course Outline

1) Introduction to the Essay (S&R: 6; Oshima: 8) 
The Thesis statement

The Introduction

The Developmental Paragraphs

The Conclusion

The Outline


2) Structure & Cohesion (Jordan: 1; S & R: 12)


3) Introductions & Conclusions (Jordan: 13)

4) Paraphrising & Summarising (Jordan: 15)

5) Quotations & Referencing (Jordan: 16)

6) The Example Essay (S&R: 7, Jordan: 6)
7) The Comparison and Contrast Essay (S&R: 8, Jordan: 8)
8) The Classification Essay (S&R: 9, Jordan: 67
9) The Cause-and-Effect Analysis Essay (S&R: 11, Jordan: 9)
10) The Argumentative Essay (S&R: 12)
11) Proofreading (Jordan: 18) 

12) Sentence Problems: Sentence Fragments, Choppy sentences, Run-On Sentences, Stringy Sentences (Oshima: 10, p. 169)
13) Clauses: Relative Clauses (Hewings:70-73), Adverbial Clauses of Time (Hewings 94-95), Contrast Clauses (Hewings 98)

14) Inversion (Hewings 120-121)
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR COURSE TEACHERS

Course organization:

The course is designed to be completed within 13 weeks/classes (+1 for making up any missed classes, providing students with the last opportunity to catch up with the portion of the material they have failed to pass, filling in their student books and cards, etc.) in day studies, 

and 8 meetings/classes in weekend studies in each semester.

At the end of each semester the teacher assesses the students with the grade (2 – fail, 3 or 3+ – pass, 4 or 4+ – good, 5 – very good). 

The student who fails the winter semester may be granted a conditional pass by the English Department authorities. 
Guidelines for the Teacher:

In order to ensure that all the students become acquainted with all the required types of essays it is advised that the following deadlines are observed:

· by the end of the first semester (January) every student is required to submit at least one essay (the type to be decided by individual course teachers) graded at least as a pass. 

Since some students may have problems with grasping all the conventions the first time it is advised that they complete their first assignment in December to get the opportunity to improve by the end of the first semester if necessary. 

The submitting of this one essay is conditional for getting a positive grade at the end of the semester. 

· The remaining four types of essays need to be submitted by March 25, April 22, May 20 and June 10 respectively. The sequence of the types of essays is to be determined by the course teacher.

This will hopefully let spread the workload for both students and teachers. It will also help avoid generating serious backloads at the end of the semester and prevent students’ complaints that they have not had the opportunity to cover or practice all the material required for the final exam. 

The teachers should use the enclosed marksheet to grade their students’ work. 
It is also advised that at least two essays written by the students of one teacher in the course of the academic year are marked by another teacher. This will help teachers compare and coordinate their requirements and grading policies. 

	ESSAY EVALUATION

WSJO PRACTICAL WRITING COURSE

YEAR 2

	NAME/GROUP:

TOPIC:
	marker:

	ORGANIZATION OF THE ESSAY
	                                  thesis statement (complete, well-placed)

                                  paragraph structure (topic sentence, size, balance)

                                  good flow of arguments (transitions)

                                  conclusion (derived from the body of the essay, no new ideas)
	0 – 1 – 2

0 – 1 – 2 – 3

0 – 1 – 2 – 3

0 – 1

	
	
	             /9

	IDEAS/CONTENT
	                                  mode of development

                                  choice of arguments:

                                    > convincing, intelligent

                                    > effective, well-supported, detailed

                                    > relevant (on topic)

                                    > logical 

(common sense, no logical fallacies, no too definite statements)

                                  introduction (strategies, interesting)
	0 – 1

0 – 1 – 2

0 – 1 – 2

0 – 1 – 2

0 – 1 – 2

0 – 1 – 2



	
	
	            /11

	LANGUAGE

GRAMMAR

VOCABULARY
	basic grammar structures handled correctly; mistakes impede understanding, confuse the reader

complex structures used with L1 interference; text basically smooth, with errors that do not impede understanding

more complex structures used successfully; various structures used correctly and appropriately

vocabulary limited, with linking words misused; collocations and prepositions non-English
variety in vocabulary even with L1 interference; collocations and prepositions occasionally flawed
vocabulary used competently with subject specific words and appropriate phrases used; collocations and prepositions used properly

	0 – 1 – 2

3 – 4

5

0 – 1 – 2

3 – 4

5



	
	
	              /10

	FINAL ADJUSTMENTS
	> word limit: -1 for each 45 words above/below the limit

>spelling, punctuation: 3 mistakes -1 

>layout: -1

>illegible handwriting: -1
	

	
	                                                                                            FINAL GRADE:
	FINAL SCORE

                 /30

	0-17 fail; 18-22 pass; 23 pass+; 24-26 good; 27 good+; 28-30 very good


