MODAL VERBS
The modal verbs are: can, could, have to, may, might, must, should, ought to, mustn’t, needn’t.
Modal verbs:
-have the same form- they don’t take an -s in the third person singular:  ^He can swim (NOT! He cans swim)
-they are followed by an infinitive without to: ^I can swim very well. (NOT! I can to swim very well.)
-they don’t need an auxiliary verb in the negative or interrogative forms: ^Can you pass me the salt, please? ; I can’t cook dinner tonight.
-they never combine with other modals!!! (NOT! You can’t must read.)
-modal verbs (except “could”) occur only in the Present.

1.CAN->we use it for express skills, capabilities, permissions, requests
^I can ride a horse.  ; ^She can be still at home. ; ^You can go with friends to the party. ; ^Can I eat your sandwich? ; ^Can you pass me the salt, please?
! we use can’t  : ^You can’t go with your ex-boyfriend to the party.
2.COULD->we use it for express opportunities, proposals, requests and skills from the past
^Heavy rain could cause the river to flood my house. ; ^ You could meet your friend or watch a film. ; ^Could I use your pen? ; ^Jakub could speak English when he was 4.
! we use couldn’t/couldn’t have been: ^She couldn’t be in the office, because I searched the entire building. / ^She couldn’t have gone home, because her bag was still in the office.
3.HAVE TO->we use it for express when we talk about the necessity imposed on us by the regulations, the recommendations of parents, doctor, boss, etc. or to express that sth is compulsory
^They have to leave early. ; ^You have to stir the soup continuously to prevent burning.
! In common language, “must” can always be replaced by have to, but never the other way around.
4.MUST->we use it when there is a need to be based on the internal conviction of the speaker, when it is the opinion of the speaker or to talk about duty
^I must phone Bożena. I haven't spoken to her for a month. ; ^You must listen to your teacher.
! we use mustn’t but it's not a form that denies the verb must! ^We mustn’t touch it.
!must is used only in Present Simple sentences(in other cases we use have to)
5.SHOULD/OUGHT TO->giving advice or to express sth is likely to happen in the present or future
^You should study more if you want to pass your exam. ; ^It’s 9 o’clock. He ought to be at work.
!we use shouldn’t/oughtn’t to: ^You shouldn’t smoke. ; ^She oughtn’t to drink it.
6.MAY->we use it to request for permission, to suggest that sth can happen with average possibility
^May I use your mobile phone? ; ^It may rain tonight. ; ^You may not enter my room.
7.MIGHT->we use it to express an assumption with little certainty, little probability, more official request for permission
^We might need to repair this device. ; ^Might I start the lecture at 10 a.m.?
8.NEEDN’T->we use to express no compulsion or necessity
^He needn’t tell me that I’m pretty so many times. Five times is enough.
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